A    HAPPY    WARRIOR

was always "As our Fathers have told us". We
know that Socrates was present in the consequent
defeat at Delium, Apollo's shrine near the Boeotian
coast (424) ; for Alcibiades, who was also present
there, has described his sturdy courage. An old
legend tells that Xenophon was present, too, and was
even defended from death by the unyielding philo-
sopher. The legend is probably false, for in that case
the boy must have been about seventeen or eighteen,
and a common assumption that he was born at the
beginning of the war in 431 cannot be true.

So it is unlikely that his rescue at Delium first intro-
duced Xenophon  to  Socrates,   but  at  all   events
Socrates was attracted to the youth just when he was
emerging into manhood.   He was good-looking, and
modest,  having   gained  that   distinctive   Athenian
quality of modesty in the course of the ordinary educa-
tion ;   amorous, too, for Socrates warned him with
special emphasis of the danger of love, telling him that
even a kiss may instil a poison worse than an insect's
bite, and love may act as a poison even at a distance,
which no insect can.   There is a pretty story handed
on by tradition to a gossip of later times, that Socrates,
meeting Xenophon in a narrow lane, barred the way
with his staff and asked him where he could buy this,
that, or the other, to which the youth readily replied.
But when Socrates, as his manner was, asked him
where he could get the noblest quality of mind, and
saw the youth hesitating to reply, he said, *' Follow
me ", and so the attractive youth became his disciple,
and listened so carefully to his definitions of the
ordinary virtues, and his advice upon everyday be-
haviour, that in his mature years he wrote his recollec-
tions down without falsifying his masters character
as a humorous and perpetual critic of life.